REGILDING THE CRESCENT
This was the voice of the rank and file, and
there cannot be much risk of misinterpreting it.
Early in 1909, a number of young Armenians of
the better class sought admission to the military
college. This was refused on the ground that
the new project had not yet become law. The
applicants, however, chose to take offence and
declared that the " military service " so called
was nothing but a farce, as it was clearly intended
to make them only regimental servants. There
was an echo of this episode some months later,
when it was intimated to the Armenian Patriarch,
that, previous to the ratifying of the new law,
Armenians would be free to enlist as volunteers
in the army. Indeed, the authorities would have
been well advised if they had extended a general
invitation for volunteers to all non-Mohammedan
races in the empire, so as to observe, for a period
of perhaps six months or a year, how the different
elements harmonised in the ranks.
While there is some reason to be apprehensive
of the success of the experiment from the stand-
point of the conscripts, it is not by any means
certain that the Turks themselves will be the
gainers. It is true that religion is no longer the
battle-cry to-day that it was in other ages. Time
was when one religion won Joshua's victories in
the Valley of the Jordan, while another took
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